HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Horley Town Meeting held at the Edmonds Community Hall, Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Friday 25 April 2014

PRESENT

In the Chair:
Cllr M George, Vice-Chairman & 

Deputy Town Mayor 

Town Councillors
Cllrs J Baird, R Bethell, J Chapman, 

M Goldsmith, Samantha Marshall, 

Simon Marshall, V Marshall, D Powell, T Schofield, 
R Sherwin J Spratt and F Stimpson.
Borough Councillors: 
Cllr M Brunt
County Councillors:
Cllr K Hammond
Town Clerk 
Alan Jones




Deputy Clerk
Carol Fenton

Parks Warden
Roy Martin
Canon Peter Bruinvels
Mr Doug Cox
Plus 38 members of the public.
Cllr George welcomed everybody to the meeting.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Town Cllrs M Miller and R Olliver. 
(Cllrs K Hagerty and M Robinson were absent.)
Minutes of Meeting held on 26 April 2013
The Minutes of the Horley Town Meeting held on 26 April 2013 were presented for confirmation by those present and signature by the Vice-Chairman of the Council.

Smith's Charity

The unaudited accounts of Smith's Charity, for the year ending 28 February 2014, were presented by Mr Doug Kilborn, administrator of the Charity and one of its Trustees, and received by those present.  A copy of the accounts is appended to the signed copy of these minutes.

Horley in Spring 2013
Presentations were made to the prize winners in the recent Horley in Spring competition.  The launch of the 2014 Horley in Bloom Competition was also announced.
Annual Report 2013 – 2014 

The Annual Report was received by those present.

Report of the Chairman of the Council - Councillor Richard Olliver
The Chairman’s report was received. A copy is appended to the signed copy of these minutes.

Report of the Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities Committee -

Councillor Simon Marshall
Cllr Simon Marshall presented his report, a copy of which is appended to the signed copy of these minutes.

Report of the Chairman of the Planning & Development Committee -               Councillor Mike George
Cllr George presented his report, a copy of which is appended to the signed copy of these minutes.

Report of the Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee - 

Councillor Roy Sherwin  

Cllr Sherwin presented his report, a copy of which is appended to the signed copy of these minutes.

Questions arising from the Chairmen’s Reports 
Mr David Hall asked about recent plans to convert office space in Horley Town Centre into over 100 flats, even though some of the office space was currently in use.  Cllr George responded that this was happening under Permitted Development Rights, which the Borough Council was unable to refuse.  The government policy was to address the housing shortage by converting office space, whether or not it was occupied.  Clearly there was a need to modify the new legislation.
Mr Henry Randall sought the views of the Town Council regarding a number of issues:

With regard to the Newman House development, it was noted that the Town Council had made strong objections to the development and members had spoken against the proposals at the Borough Council Planning Meeting, nevertheless the plans had been passed by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council.

With regard to a possible second runway at Gatwick Airport, it was noted that the Town Council had yet to put forward its views.  Presentations had been received from Gatwick Airport Ltd, the Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign and Gatwick Diamond Business and it was planned to carry out a major consultation exercise with Horley residents, prior to any views being formulated.
With regard to the suggestion that the allotments be judged twice in one season, it was agreed that this could be tried.

Horley Churchyards

Rev Calvert Prentis reported that, in view of reduced funding, there had been a reduction in the frequency of the grass cutting in the Churchyards.  Help from the community to assist with the maintenance was vital.  Mrs Helen Peters suggested that wild flower meadows could be sown, however Dr Jim Williamson, former Chairman of the Churchyards Committee, pointed out that this was not always well received.  He added that there was also the ongoing cost of tree works to be met.  Cllr Powell added that, as a member of the Churchyards Committee, he met regularly with representatives of the Church, along with Cllr George.  He explained that it was vital for the grass to be cut at the correct time, as the timescales in the previous year had been incorrect.  An additional cut was planned for the coming season.  Cllr George added that the Town Council had tried to assist the Church explore other funding options.
Resolutions

It was noted that no resolutions had been submitted.

Presentation by Canon Peter Bruinvels on the setting up of
Community Covenants
Canon Peter Bruinvels spoke about Armed Forces Community Covenants, the aim of which were to encourage local communities to support the armed forces community in their area and to promote understanding and awareness of issues affecting this  community, in particular, to offer assistance to former members of the armed forces.  It was noted that Reigate & Banstead Borough Council had set up such a Covenant, to which Horley Town Council was a signatory.
Cllr George thanked Canon Bruinvels for his presentation.
Presentation by Doug Cox on his preparation of a Book of Remembrance

Mr Cox spoke of his aim to mark the centenary of the start of the First World War by producing a Book of Dedication, detailing the lives of all those killed in action, whose names were inscribed on the Horley War Memorial in the Memorial Gardens.  He explained that it had proved difficult to find information about a few names, as some may have been misspelt.  Funding was to be sought to have two leather bound copies of the book produced, one of which was to be placed in Horley Library, the other at Reigate Town Hall.
Cllr George thanked Mr Cox for his presentation and Mr Brian Buss congratulated Mr Cox on his painstaking research.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 9.25 pm.  
Date of Next Meeting – 27 March 2015
Signed:





Dated: 
