HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Leisure & Amenities Committee


A report of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Council Offices, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 1 July 2003 at 8.00 pm.


Present:
Councillor
S Marshall - Chairman

Councillors 
E Andrews, Ms D Ashley-Smith, Mrs S Branwhite,


Mrs D Brooke-Hart, J Chapman, M George, 


G Larcombe, M Miller and B Weston.  

 







.



  


Also present:

Mr A Jones - Clerk to the Council

Mrs C Fenton - Deputy Clerk to the Council 






Cllr A Kent






Mr G Freeman, Horley & District Round Table











Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from 


Cllrs Ms M Goldsmith, J Meech and Miss T Peppiatt.

 L 0810
Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest, specific to the meeting.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0811
Public Forum

There were no questions or comments from members of the public.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0812
Gatwick Airport Community Trust


The Clerk told members that the Town Council’s application had been 
unsuccessful. 


RESOLVED:  that the Clerk seek information about awards made this year. 

L 0813
A23 Recreation Ground – Repairs to Lamp Posts


The Clerk reported further damage to lamp columns in the Recreation Ground.


RECOMMEND:  that Raynesway be instructed to carry out repairs to lamp columns, for the sum of £484.00 plus VAT, the recommendation to be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.


Horley Crawley Countryside Management Project

L 0814
RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of minutes of meetings of the Officers’ Working Party and the Members’ Steering Group. (Copies available in the Town Council Offices.)

L 0815
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £1639.00, being the Town Council’s contribution to the Project for 2003/2004, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.


Youth Matters

L 0816
It was reported that Cllr Mrs Brooke-Harte and the Clerk had recently met  with PC 
Yeo and Mr Pearson, the Borough Youth Worker, where a number of issues had 
been discussed. 


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0817
Cllr Chapman reported that he had attended a meeting of the Youth Policy Review 
Panel, where Horley Town Council’s proposals for the possible formation of a 
Youth Council had been discussed.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Horley Churchyards

L 0818
RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of minutes of a recent meeting of the Churchyards Committee. (Circulated to all Committee members and available in the Town Council Offices.)

L 0819
Cllr Kent reported that new members had now joined the Committee and that minutes of meetings would be circulated on a regular basis.


He added that there was concern that the Grounds Contractor was currently not fulfilling the requirements of the maintenance contract.


The Committee Chairman had contacted the police about recent vandalism in the Churchyards.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0820
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £2,000.00, being the first instalment of the Churchyards Maintenance Grant, be referred for approval by the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

L 0821
RESOLVED:  that payment of the second instalment of the Grant be reviewed at the next meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee.


Clerk’s Grounds Maintenance Report

L 0822
The Clerk told members that most work was in hand, He added that there had recently been lots of litter and broken glass at both the A23 Recreation Ground and Michael Crescent Centenary Park, and that a concrete bench had been destroyed in the Ornamental Gardens.


He added that he planned to meet shortly with the Project Manager from the Sutton and East Surrey Water Company to discuss restoration work at Emlyn Meadows.


Members were informed that the Area Manger of John O’Conners Ltd was due to leave at the end of July, and that a replacement had yet to be found. 


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0823
The Clerk reported receipt of a Tree Report, giving details of 5 or 6 diseased trees in Town Council owned recreation areas.


RESOLVED:  

i) that quotations be sought for tree work, for consideration at a future meeting.

ii) that consideration be given to replacing the trees next year.


Playground Reports

L 0824
RESOLVED: that receipt of the Contractors’ playground inspection reports be noted.

L 0825
The Clerk reported that the RoSPA playground inspection had been carried out and that the written report was expected soon.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0826
RECOMMEND:  that Bennetts Playcare Ltd be instructed to carry out repairs to the fencing at the Michael Crescent Centenary Park Playground, for the sum of £115.00 plus VAT, the recommendation to be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0827
RECOMMEND:  that Bennetts Playcare Ltd be instructed to supply and install two new senior swings at the Michael Crescent Playground, for the total sum of £195.00 plus VAT, the recommendation to be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval. 

L 0828
RECOMMEND:  that Bennetts Playcare Ltd be instructed to carry out repairs to the fencing at the Court Lodge Playground, for the sum of £450.00 plus VAT, the recommendation to be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0829
RECOMMEND:  that Bennetts Playcare Ltd be instructed to carry out repairs to the gates at Court Lodge Playground, for the sum of £220.00 plus VAT.

L 0830
RESOLVED:  that consideration be given to the replacement of the gates in the longer term.


Proposals for Possible Carnival 2004

L 0831
RESOLVED:  that consideration be given to the formation of a Community Working Group.

L 0832
RESOLVED:  that the matter be re-considered at a future meeting.

L 0833
Funfair, A23 Recreation Ground


Members reviewed the recently held funfair. Cllr George stressed the need for much closer liaison with the local Police, should any similar events be held in future.

L 0833)
Members also agreed that there was a need to adopt byelaws for all Town Council owned open spaces, to give the Police greater powers.


The Clerk told members that there had been very few complaints from the public.


RESOLVED:   that any similar future events should not be discouraged, but that they be better managed.

L 0834
Home Office – Model Byelaws


RESOLVED:  

i) that information received from the Home Office be updated.

ii) that the matter be re-considered at a future meeting.

L 0835
Bonfire & Firework Display, 1 November 2003  


Standing Orders were suspended to allow Mr Freeman of the Horley & District 
Round Table to address members, regarding his organisation’s plans for this 
year’s event.




Mr Freeman was reminded that the Ornamental Gardens was no longer fenced, 
so it would not be a secure area for the fireworks. He agreed to make the firework 
company responsible for the display aware of this fact. He also 
confirmed that he 
would, as usual, be liaising with the local police.


RESOLVED:

i) that the request to hold the Bonfire and Firework Display in the A23 Recreation Ground on Saturday 1 November be approved.

ii) that the Clerk write to the Fundraising Manager of the Horley & District Round Table, outlining the Town Council’s conditions of hire.

L 0836
Litter Bins for the Ornamental Gardens


RECOMMEND:  that the purchase of two litter bins from Earth Anchors Ltd, 
for the total sum of £471.35 plus VAT, be referred to the Finance & General 
Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0837
Litter Bin Near A23 Recreation Ground Car Park


RECOMMEND:  that the purchase of a litter bin from Neptune Ltd, for the 
sum of £129.00 plus VAT, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee for approval.

L 0838
Vehicular Access into the A23 Recreation Ground


Members were told that, despite the recent installation of a large cast iron bollard 
at the end of the pathway leading to the Bowling Club entrance, vehicles were still 
gaining access onto the grass.


RESOLVED:  that the Contractor ASBIT be requested to install an additional 
concrete bollard to the left of the Recreation Ground entrance.

L 0839
A23 Recreation Ground – Meeting Point


Members were told that youths had taken to sitting on the roof of the newly 
installed SMP Meeting Point. The Clerk said that he had written to the Operations 
Director of SMP Playgrounds, explaining this, but had been informed that SMP did 
not classify the item as a piece of play equipment, so they did not have a 
requirement for an impact absorbing surface. However the Local Councils 
Advisory Service had advised that knowledge of the climbing activity required the 
Town to consider the risks involved and to decide whether to include any remedial 
work in its future plans.   


RESOLVED:  that the Town Council consider the provision of safety 
surfacing under the SMP Meeting Point, when drawing up proposals to 
replace the safety surfacing in the A23 Playground.

L 0840
Court Lodge Fields – Damaged Perimeter Fencing


Cllr George told members that he had spoken to local residents and had found 
that the majority were in favour of replacing the existing perimeter fence with a low 
level version. 


RESOLVED:  that the Clerk make Borough Council Officers aware of 
residents’ views.

L 0841
Improvements to Football Pitches – Court Lodge Fields


Members were told that Cllr Mrs Branwhite was gathering information about 
funding, which might be available to the Town Council.


RESOLVED:  that the matter be re-considered at the next Committee meeting 
in September.

L 0842
Five-a-Side Football Initiative


Cllr George said that he was seeking details of a scheme to provide five-a-side 
football nets to local authorities, free of charge. He agreed to update members 
when he had further information.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Church Road Allotments

L 0843
The Clerk reported that there had recently been extensive damage to some 
allotment plots and that consideration would need to be given, in the longer term, 
to making the site boundaries more secure.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0844
RESOLVED:  that Horley Lions be given permission to install a container 
alongside the Allotments Hut.

L 0845
Horley in Bloom


Members were told that there had been around fifty entries into the competition 
and that the judging was due to take place on 11 July. The Awards Evening was to 
be held at the Belmont Guest House and had been arranged for the evening of 
Friday 26 September.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0846
Town Centre Flowers


RESOLVED:  


i)
that the sponsors of hanging baskets and of flowers in the fixed 


planters be invited to a photo shoot and lunchtime reception on  



Friday 11 July 2003.


ii)
that all sponsors be invited to the Horley in Bloom Presentation Evening 

in September.

L 0847
Accounts Payable

RECOMMEND:  that the accounts be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0848
Press Release


RESOLVED:  that a press release be issued, giving details of proposals for a possible Horley Carnival and information about Horley in Bloom. (A copy of the Press Release is appended to these minutes.)


RESOLVED:  that in view of the special or confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public 
and press be instructed to withdraw.

L 0849
Michael Crescent Playground – Painting of Playground Equipment  

L 0850









CONFIDENTIAL


Members considered quotations received and agreed that Bennett’s Playcare Ltd be appointed to carry out the work.

L 0851
Renewal of Grounds Maintenance Contract


CONFIDENTIAL


Members considered the way forward.


Meeting closed at 9.45 pm. Date of Next Meeting: 9 September 2003.
