HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 16 July 2013 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	Simon Marshall (Chairman)

	
	
	J Baird

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	J Chapman

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	M Robinson

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	
	Mr & Mrs Randall


L 3226
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



There were no apologies.



RESOLVED:  noted.
L 3227
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3228
	Public Forum 

	
	Mr & Mrs Randall, allotment holders at the Church Road Allotment site, expressed their concern that tenants at the site were often unaware of actions taken by the Town Council regarding issues such as badly kept plots, fencing damage etc.  The Clerk gave assurance that such issues were taken very seriously.  He confirmed that letters had been sent to the very few tenants who were not cultivating their plots adequately and discussion would take place later in the meeting about fencing repairs at the site.  The Clerk added that there were plans to produce a newsletter to keep plot holders better informed.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3229
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 28 May 2013 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 3230
	Sponsorship Matters – Town Centre Flowers

The Deputy Clerk confirmed that £1,300 had been received from members and local businesses.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 3231
	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
RESOLVED:  that payment of £1500, being the Churchyards Maintenance Grant for July - September 2013, be approved.



	L 3232
L 3233



	Horley Churchyards 
The Clerk reported that he and the Committee Chairman had recently visited the Churchyards.  It was noted that the Team Rector, Rev Calvert Prentis, had published an appeal in the local press for volunteers to come and help tidy up the Churchyards.  The Clerk added that he had been in contact with the Borough Council and had learned that that a “Brown Bin” could be placed in the New Churchyard for green waste.  He had also made Rev Prentis aware of officers at the Borough Council who may be able to assist with grant funding.  Cllr Powell expressed concern that no proper contract specification had been agreed.  There were no named dates for the grass cuts and only two cuts had been agreed, when three cuts were really necessary.  Members stressed that the Church must work closely with the Town Council when negotiating future contracts.  It was also noted that Tom Forward of the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership would be happy to work with the Church to develop wild flower meadows in the Old Churchyard. 
 RESOLVED:  noted.

It was noted that the Churchyards Committee was due to meet on 4 September and that this would be followed by the Members’ annual tour of the Churchyards at 6.00 pm.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3234

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk said that the last regular meeting with the Area Manager responsible for the Grounds Maintenance Contract had taken the form of site visits, in preparation for the South & South East in Bloom judging.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3235
	Playground Inspections

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3236
	Playground Repairs

The Deputy Clerk advised that Bennetts had carried out regular maintenance to the skate park ramps (painting plus coating of ramps) for the total sum of £530 plus VAT.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3237

	Members’ Tours of Recreation Grounds

RESOLVED:  that dates be agreed as follows:
6, 15, 20 & 27 August.



	L 3238
	Proposed Skate Park Refurbishment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that an application for funding had been made to the SITA Trust. (Afternote; subsequently declined.) He told members that he would also be making a second application to the Big Lottery Fund. He added that Raven Housing Trust may also be a source of possible funding. So far £200 had been received from Cllr Knight.  Cllr Samantha Marshall remarked that interest in the Facebook Page was increasing, with fund raising ideas being put forward such as organising a charity sports event.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3239
	Horley Recreation Ground – Road Markings in Car Park
RESOLVED:  that the following works be carried out:

i) Paint wheelchair sign next to speed bump.

ii) Paint hatched markings on speed bump.

iii) Paint” No Parking” in front of barrier.
iv) Consider widening the entrance by the barrier.



	L 3240
	Horley Recreation Ground – Repairs to Footpath
RESOLVED:  that, following a request from Horley Bowling Club, consideration be given to repairing the footpath leading from the car park past the tennis courts.


	L 3241
	Horley Recreation Ground – Request for Additional Parking
RESOLVED:

i) that, for the remainder of this season, users of Horley Bowling Club be encouraged to park beyond the barrier, on both sides of the footpath if necessary.  (The Town Council’s usual terms and conditions to apply.) 
ii) that the matter be re-considered at the start of the 2014 season.



	L 3242
	Raven Summer Youth Activities at Horley Recreation Ground

RESOLVED:  that details of the events be noted


	L 3243

	Fitness Classes, Horley Recreation Ground

The Deputy Clerk reported that a local fitness instructor was considering running fitness classes at the Recreation Ground and had enquired about possible charges.
RESOLVED:  
i) that the Deputy Clerk investigate charges levied by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for similar activities.

ii) that a decision regarding charges be made by the Committee Chairman & Vice-Chairman.

	L 3244
L 3245
	Ongoing Works in Memorial & Ornamental Gardens

The Deputy Clerk reported that, as a result of the ongoing hot and dry weather, watering costs in the Memorial Gardens would be significantly higher this year.  The Borough Council’s bowser was out of action and Amethyst Horticulture were currently charging £50 per visit.  (Afternote:  the Borough’s bowser was subsequently repaired and they took over the watering at £32.05 per visit.)
RESOLVED:  noted.
The Deputy Clerk reported that winter planting in the Memorial Gardens would cost approximately £1200 plus VAT.  Members discussed the possibility of planting more shrubs in the beds in the Ornamental gardens, to give more year round colour.  Cllr Stimpson suggested a Charity Plant Swap and agreed to talk to representatives of other local organisations.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be re-considered at a future meeting.



	L 3246

	Church Meadows
RESOLVED:  that consideration be given to the following for the 2014 season:

i) enhancing the long grassed areas with perennial seed.

ii) Creating an additional wild flower triangle near the footpath leading to St Bart’s Church.


	L 3247
	Bay Close Open Space
The Committee Chairman reported that he had met on site with local residents to discuss the installation of permanent goal posts and to agree their position.  County Councillor Kay Hammond had subsequently agreed to fund the supply and installation of the goal posts from her members’ Allocation, the work to be carried out by Bennetts.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3248
	Funfairs

Members considered two requests from fairground operators to hold funfairs at Town Council sites in Horley.  Members were in agreement that no sites other than Horley Recreation Ground (already used by Doug Beach) were suitable and suggested that the operators contact Oakwood School.

RESOLVED:  that the fairground operators be informed accordingly.



	L 3249

	 Himalayan Balsam (HB) Action Plan
Cllr Powell reported that, following large scale spraying with herbicide in June, remaining plants had been pulled up by volunteers in early July.  Funding from Borough and County Councillors would cover the costs involved in spraying etc. The opposite river bank in Mole Valley DC area still required clearing.  Volunteers had also been working with the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership, clearing HB from Riverside Garden Park.   Cllr Powell added that next year the river banks at Emlyn Meadows would also be cleared and he was also looking into sending teams of volunteers (Adventure Scouts etc) to camp and spray cross country between Horley and Dorking.  Members recorded their immense appreciation of the work carried out by Cllr Powell and his team. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3250
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	Members were updated on the meeting held earlier.

RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3251
	Horley in Bloom 
It was noted that the recent judging had been very successful and that there had been significant interest from the local press.  Members were reminded that the Awards Ceremony was due to take place at Regent Hall on 27 September.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3252
	Horley in Bloom Photographic Competition

Cllr George reported that, as the number of entries had been disappointing, entries were now being accepted from visitors to the town and from the Photographic Club.  Independent judges would be used if necessary.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3253
L 3253)

L 3254
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
Members were updated on the recent judging, which seemed to have been quite successful.  It was noted that the judges were very impressed with the “hands on” approach of the Town Councillors.  Thanks were recorded to everyone involved.
RESOLVED:  noted.
RESOLVED:  that payment of £340 to KM Vinyl Graphics for vinyl transfers and sponsorship plaques be approved.



	L 3255

	Horley Saturday Market
It was noted that there had been a new trader selling second clothes, although it was not clear whether this would be a long term stall.  Members suggested that, longer term, consideration be given to permitting the watch repair man to trade on the Pedestrian Precinct and the Clerk agreed to raise this with the Borough Council’s Head of Neighbourhood & Parking Services.
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3256

	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that the boundary of the plots had now been straightened and a site meeting had taken place with Matthew King to agree the layout of the plots.  It was hoped that the site would be ready to let in the autumn.
RESOLVED:  that charges be considered at the next meeting of this Committee.

 

	L 3257
	Church Road Allotments

Members considered quotations received for repairs to the boundary fencing at the site.  Members were of the opinion that it was difficult to compare the quotations as the work proposed in each was not identical.

RESOLVED:  that further information be sought and the Committee Chairman & Vice-Chairman agree the appointment of a contractor.  
(Afternote:  J King & Son subsequently appointed to carry out the work.)



	L 3258
	Horley Carnival, 13 July 2013  

	
	It was noted that, following the recent successful event, a “wash up” meeting was to be held on 24 September.  (Notes of recent meetings are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3259
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Town Centre Surgery on 20 July, presentation by Gatwick Airport on 13 August and Neighbourhood Planning presentation on 3 September.
Meeting closed at 9.29 pm     
Date of next meeting – 10 September 2013


