HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Finance & General Purposes Committee

Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 10 June 2014 at 7.30 p.m.


Present:
Cllr R Sherwin – Chairman


J Baird, R Bethell, M George, M Goldsmith, 



Samantha Marshall, Simon Marshall, M Miller and


R Olliver

In Attendance:    A Jones – Town Clerk




C Fenton – Deputy Town Clerk




R Cavanagh – Finance Officer

F 3446
Election of Committee Chairman (Cllr R Olliver in the Chair)

Cllr Miller proposed and Cllr Baird seconded that Cllr Roy Sherwin be nominated as Committee Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.

RESOLVED:  that Cllr Roy Sherwin be elected Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee for the Municipal Year 2014/2015.




Cllr Sherwin in the Chair

F 3447
Election of Committee Vice-Chairman (Cllr R Olliver in the Chair)

Cllr Baird proposed and Cllr Simon Marshall seconded that Cllr Mike Miller be nominated as Committee Vice-Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.

RESOLVED:  that Cllr Mike Miller be elected Vice-Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee for the Municipal Year 2014/2015.

F 3448

Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED: that the apologies of Cllrs D Powell and M Robinson be 
accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.  
F 3449

Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there any requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.


RESOLVED:  noted.
F 3450

Public Forum


 
No members of the public were present.
F 3450)

RESOLVED:  noted.
F 3451

Approval of Minutes


Finance & General Purposes Committee, 29 April 2014
The minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.


RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & 


General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be 


approved.
F 3452
World Scout Jamboree


The Deputy Clerk reported that the Deputy Director of the Community Foundation for Surrey was exploring whether the Foundation would be able to help the local Scout, seeking funding to attend the World Scout Jamboree in Japan.  


RESOLVED:  noted.

F 3453
Appointments to Sub-Committees and Outside Bodies Reporting to the Finance & General Purposes Committee


RESOLVED:  that the appointments to the Sub-Committees and Outside Bodies be approved (Details are appended to the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 13 May 2014.)



Audit Matters  
F 3454
RESOLVED: that the Councillors’ Audit Certificate for April and May 
2014 and Clerk’s responses (where applicable), be received.  (A copy is 
appended.) 
F 3455
Rota for Councillors’ Audit 2014 – 2015


RESOLVED:  that the rota, subject to one minor change, be approved.  
(A copy is appended.)
F 3456
Financial Reports for April 2014

RESOLVED: that the following reports, as appended to these minutes, 
be approved:


i)
Bank Reconciliations


ii)
Summary of Receipts and Payments Compared with Estimates

iii)
Payments List totalling £21,441.65 plus VAT (£23,330.52) 



iv)
Receipts List totalling £167,387.09 plus VAT (£178,400.65)



(Includes Precept payment of £146,772)

F 3457
Financial Reports for May 2014

RESOLVED: that the following reports, as appended to these minutes, 
be approved:


i)
Bank Reconciliations


ii)
Summary of Receipts and Payments Compared with Estimates

iii)
Payments List totalling £41,946.41 plus VAT (£43,535.06)



(Includes PWLB repayments of £17,131.52)
 




iv)
Receipts List totalling £13,946.62 plus VAT (£13,994.98)


Internal Auditor
F 3458
RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of the Internal Auditor’s final report 
for 2013-2014 plus Clerk’s responses, where applicable.  (A copy is 
appended.)

F 3459
RESOLVED:  that payment of £700, being the fee plus expenses for 
Internal Auditor Paul Hartley for 2013-2014, be approved.
F 3460
“Meet Your Councillor”

RESOLVED:  that a “Meet Your Councillor” event be held in the 
Pedestrian Precinct from 10.00 am-12 noon on Saturday 12 July 2014.  
F 3461

Communications Sub-Committee



RESOLVED:  that the Clerk contact Sub-Committee members to arrange 

a meeting date.  
F 3462
Newsletter Publication 2014-2015


RESOLVED:  that the Communications Sub-Committee consider the 
way forward.

F 3463
Borough Standards Committee 


It was noted that no meetings had taken place.

RESOLVED:  noted.
F 3464

Transfer of Langshott Allotments
The Clerk confirmed that weedkiller had been re-applied to the plots. He added that a site meeting was to be arranged shortly, to which representatives of all parties would be invited. The aim of the meeting would be to define the timetable for work still required, to enable the earliest possible handover to the Town Council


RESOLVED:  noted.

Centenary of Start of First World War – Production of Memorial Book

F 3465

The Clerk advised that the total cost of producing two copies of the book was 

£2,057.10. The Borough Council was to pay for one copy and Cllr Powell 


was also donating his £500 Borough Council member’s allowance.  Contributions from other Borough Councillors were being sought and an application for funding was to be made to the Community Foundation for Surrey.  A lectern was to be purchased for displaying one book in the Horley Library.



RESOLVED:  noted.
F 3466

RESOLVED:  that any necessary costs initially be met by the Town 


Council, prior to receipt of funding for the project.

F 3467

First World War Commemoration Parade, 3 August 2014


The Clerk advised that a formal invitation had now been received from the 


Horley Branch of the Royal British Legion, which had been circulated to all 


members. 

 




RESOLVED:  noted.

Surrey Association of Local Councils (Surrey ALC)

& National Association of Local Councils (NALC)
F 3468
Cllr Olliver updated members on meetings that he had recently attended, minutes of which had been circulated to members.


RESOLVED:  noted.

F 3469
Members reviewed the Town Council’s participation in the Parish Fayre at the South of England Show on 5 June, where visitors had been encouraged to consider becoming Parish Councillors.  It was noted that Cllrs Olliver, Miller and Simon Marshall had been in attendance, as well as the Town Clerk.  Cllr Olliver added that the cost effectiveness of the overall attendance was to be reviewed at the next Surrey ALC Board Meeting.

RESOLVED:  that consideration be given to funding Town Council participation in such events, when budgets are being set for 2015-2016.
F 3470
Notice of Vacancy

The Clerk advised that, following the resignation of Celia Austin, there had been no requests for a by-election, so the vacancy would be filled by co-option.


RESOLVED:  noted.
F 3471
Donation to Surrey Crimestoppers

RESOLVED:  that this Council, using its powers under Section 31 (Crime Prevention) of the Local Government & Rating Act 1997, make a donation of £40 to Surrey Crimestoppers (from the Chairman’s Allowance).
F 3472
Raven Summer Youth Diversionary Activities

RESOLVED:  that permission be given for Raven Housing Trust to run sports and craft events at Horley Recreation Ground in August.

F 3473
Diary Dates


RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Skittles Competition on 18 June, Conservation Group activity on 29 June and Himalayan Balsam clearance on 5 & 12 July.
F 3474
Urgent Business for Inclusion of Future Agenda


RESOLVED:  that the following be included on the agenda of the next meeting of this Committee:

i) Consideration of projects which may produce additional revenue for the Town Council.
ii) Horley Churchyards – to consider ways to help the Church reduce maintenance costs.
F 3475
Confidential Items

RESOLVED:  that the following be considered in open session:


Footpath Refurbishment


Surrey County Council Pension Fund


Concurrent Functions
F 3476
Horley Recreation Ground – Final Phase of Footpath Refurbishment

The Clerk advised that quotations were still awaited from the 
three contractors.


RESOLVED:

i) that quotations be requested by the end of June.

ii) that the appointment of a contractor be delegated to Chairmen. 
F 3477
Surrey County Council Pension Fund
  


Members considered the latest response from the Chairman of the Surrey Pension Fund Board, regarding the increased contributions being demanded from the Town Council, following the change in the pooling arrangements.  (A copy of the letter is appended.)  The Committee Chairman told members that he had been in contact with Surrey County Council’s Strategic Finance Manager and had questioned the robustness of the financial information put forward.  For example, a statement of contributions for 2013-2014 showed
F 3477)
an incorrect amount for Horley Town Council.

RESOLVED:  that further information be sought, before any decision is made.
F 3478
Concurrent Functions



The Clerk told members that the Borough Council’s Finance Manager had advised that he was waiting for a formal agreement to drawn up by the Borough Council’s Legal Department, which would then be forwarded to the Town Council for consideration.

RESOLVED:  noted.

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm.  Date of next meeting: 5 August 2014
