HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL    


Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Horley Town Council held at the Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 11 November 2014 at 7.30 pm. 


Present:
Councillor Richard Olliver – Chairman & Town Mayor



Councillors J Baird, R Bethell, J Chapman, M George, 


M Goldsmith, Samantha Marshall, V Marshall, T Schofield,


R Sherwin, J Spratt and F Stimpson


Also present:

A Jones
Town Clerk



C Fenton
Deputy Town Clerk




Doug Cox (GACC)
C 3644
Apologies and Reasons for Absence


RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs D Jackson, Simon Marshall, 


M Miller, D Powell and County Cllr K Hammond be accepted, for reasons as specified in the attendance register.  (Cllrs K Hagerty and M Robinson were absent.) 

C 3645

Declarations of Interest 

As a local business person, Cllr Stimpson declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Possible Second Runway item.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3646
Dispensations 

There were no requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.


RESOLVED:  noted.


There was no Public Forum at this meeting
C 3647
Chairman’s Introduction

The Chairman, Cllr Olliver, explained that an Open Public Meeting had been 
held in July, when presentations had been received from representatives of 
Gatwick Airport Ltd, Gatwick Diamond Business and the Gatwick Area 
Conservation Campaign.  Members of the public had also had the opportunity 
to ask questions and air their views.  Following this, the Town Council’s Second 


Runway Sub-Committee had finalised the design of a questionnaire, seeking 
the views of Horley residents regarding a possible second runway at Gatwick 
Airport.  The questionnaire had been delivered to all households in Horley and 



residents had then had the opportunity to respond either on paper, 
electronically to the Town Council or via Survey Monkey.  Vice-Chairman, Cllr 
George, added that, whilst the majority of those responding had been against 
the building of a second runway at Gatwick, there had been, despite the Town 
Council’s best efforts, disappointingly few responses from the 16-25 age group, 
who would be most affected by any decision made.  Cllr Olliver concluded that 



a final report had been prepared by Cllr Richard Bethell, who would shortly be 
summarising its findings.  Thanks were recorded to Cllr Bethell for his 
tremendous efforts in analysing the questionnaires and preparing the report.
C 3647)
RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3648
Survey of Views on the Possible Second Runway

A summary of the report was presented by Cllr Bethell.  It was noted that the 
full public version of the report would be available at the end of the meeting.  (A 
copy is appended.).

RESOLVED:  noted.


Gatwick Airport – Possible Second Runway

C 3649
An open discussion followed, when members were able to make their views 
known.  Cllr Sherwin said that, whilst he did not personally believe the new 
runway should be south of London, he thought there would be less impact if 
Gatwick was chosen over Heathrow.  Cllr Baird said that if Gatwick Airport 
increased in size, then it would be used by better, more advanced planes, 
which were less noisy and had lower emissions.  Cllr Spratt said that, whilst 
Horley would not be badly affected by noise, it was important to consider how 
the whole local area would be affected, in terms of environment and 
infrastructure requirements.  Cllr Schofield said that it would be between twelve 
and fifteen years before any runway was built, by which time noise levels were 



likely to have halved.  Cllr Samantha Marshall said that East Surrey Hospital 
was already overcrowded and added that, should Gatwick be chosen for a 
second runway, then it was vital that proper infrastructure be put in place. Cllr 
Valerie Marshall said that the building of a second runway and associated 
structures would increase flooding risks locally.  Cllr George said that a growing 
local population would need employment.  Currently many residents were not 
able to work near to where they lived.  Greater local employment would 
increase business for local shops etc.  Cllr Bethell said that, whilst he was in 
many ways in favour of a second runway, he had concerns about 
infrastructure, in particular the need for road and rail improvements.   Cllr 
Olliver said that, although he would welcome further local development, 
infrastructure was his main concern.  The road system was barely adequate 
now and the building of hospitals and schools would be vital.  
If Gatwick was 
chosen as the site for a second runway, then the Town Council would have to 
do all it could to ensure that adequate infrastructure was put in place. 

RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3650
Cllr Olliver addressed members and said that, whilst it was not easy for this 
Council to make a decision regarding a possible second runway, the Town 
Council needed to recognise that, of those residents who had responded to the 
survey, a majority were against a second runway being built at Gatwick.  The 
final decision would be made by Central Government and the Town Council 
would need to ensure the best possible outcome for local residents, should 
Gatwick be chosen as the site for the runway.  Other member stressed the 
need to recognise the views of local residents, when making any decision on 
their behalf.  Following further discussion, the following was unanimously 
resolved:
C 3650
RESOLVED:  
i) that, following results received from an extensive questionnaire, Horley Town Council endorse the majority view of local residents who are against the proposal for a second runway at Gatwick 
Airport.
ii) that, should Central Government decide to select Gatwick as its preferred option for a second runway, Horley Town Council to strive to achieve the best possible outcome for local residents, in particular with regard to infrastructure.

C 3651
RESOLVED:  that details of the Town Council’s unanimous resolution be 
made available to the public, press and local businesses.

Meeting closed at 8.42 pm.


Date of next meeting:  16 December 2014 (Full Council, Precept Setting)
